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tastic to suggest that there are forces of evil in the world
working against the powers of good. The Devil has be-
come unfashionable. He has gone "underground," like
the Communists. But unless you believe in the Devil this
book will provide no explanation of what is happening in
the world.

We shall always have to wrestle with an Adversary. In
this book I have often labelled him the Reel Horse, or
the Comintern, but his forms will always be protean. He
might easily exchange the skin of Stalin for that of Hitler.
Perhaps he has already done so. He will always he urging
some Gadarene herd over some precipice. It is the way
the world is made. It was right for Russia (I am not ap-
proving the ways of Providence, or criticizing them, but
only trying to explain my view-point) and good for Russia
that she should have been saddled with the Bolsheviks,
because it was her mission to change the face of the world
through Communism and through the reactions which it
induced. It was right and good for Spain to be faced
with the terrible trials which she has met with so much
courage (on both sides), because only through them could
she have driven out the evil that was destroying her. A
measure of adversity is necessary for healthy growth.
Sheltered plants are rarely strong:

" The troubles of our proud and angry dust
Are from Eternity, and shall not fail/*

Satan incarnates sometimes in those who cannot support
the burden of our civilization and would shatter it to bits,
and sometimes in the body of a man of genius, to scourge

the earth, and sometimes in amiable and idealistic guises,
capturing the minds of saints even, and others uncon-
scious of the parts they play. He has cleverer snares than
pride and great possessions to spread in the sight of the
birds of democracy; in France and England to-day lie